
I

Ymgynghoriaeth 
Gwynedd

Consultancy

www.ygc.cymru

FROM SITE TO OFFICE
We have put together a collection of stories 
about the day to day work of some team 
members and their thoughts and views 
reflecting on International Women’s Day at 
the beginning of the month.

 Water and Coastal
 Infrastructure and Transport Design
 Building Design and Property Surveying
 Building Control
Environmental Consultancy

The many roles of Women across YGC
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YGC aims to highlight 
the many roles of 
Women across the 
different teams within 
the Consultancy.  

At YGC our teams are involved in the design and 
supervision of construction and infrastructure 
projects across many disciplines.  They include: - 

• Building Control
• Building Design and Property Surveying
• Environmental Consultancy
• Infrastructure and Transport Design
• Water and Coastal

We have put together a collection of stories about 
the day to day work of some team members and 
their thoughts and views reflecting on International 
Women’s Day at the beginning of the month.

Alexandra Jones
Group Environment Officer

“Since starting with YGC 15 
years ago I have worked on 
some of the biggest rail and 
road infrastructure projects in 
Gwynedd. My job continues to 
be interesting as each project 
has its own unique impacts 

whether that’s archaeology, ecology, noise or air 
pollution. 

My biggest motivation working in Environmental 
Impact Assessment is the pleasure of travelling on 
completed schemes where it’s clear to see effective 
environmental design and mitigation succeeding, a 
reward after working so closely with clients, engineers 
and specialists from a schemes inception.  

From starting with just 2 members in the team, I now 
line manage a team of EIA practitioners including 
ecologists in delivering multi million pound projects”.

Laura Stewart-Jones
Trainee Quantity Surveyor

“As a trainee I’m enjoying 
combining my studies with my 
day-to-day work. I’ve always liked 
mathematics and measuring 
which is a big part of my work. 
Also, my work gives me the 
opportunity to work with a variety 
of people, clients, and internal co-workers. 

Each construction project is different and therefore no 
working day is the same. My work involves a mixture of 
working in the office as well as out on site.

I’m currently studying towards a Master’s Degree in 
Quantity Surveying. However, I started my career with 
no relevant qualification, the hands on experience as 
well as the knowledge gained from university courses 
are extremely valuable”. 
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Petra Urquhart 
Irvine
Assistant Engineer, (Water 
& Environment)

Petra is currently an assistant 
engineer for the flood risk 
management unit within 
YGC. Petra has responsibility 
for undertaking hydrology 
assessments for river flows, culvert capacity calculations 
and project appraisal reporting. 

Since starting her career within the water industry 
Petra has nurtured a passion for developing and 
pushing her career through professional membership 
of CIWEM and undertaking a HNC in Civil Engineering. 
Having graduated in 2015 with a BSc in Geography, 
Petra is driven by the links between the natural and 
built environment. Her engineering knowledge is ever 
developing and increasing with the variety of projects 
she works on within the unit. 

Working with the communities of Gwynedd Petra is 
often in communications with people who have been 
affected with flooding. 

Moving forward Petra “hopes to inspire other females 
into the engineering industry and to share my passion 
for providing solutions to manage the ever changing 
risks our communities face”.
 

Lisa Goodier 
Senior Project Manager, 
Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk 
Manager

As Flood & Coastal Erosion 
Risk Manager Lisa meets with 
affected residents to think 
about ways to solve problems, 
investigate risks and costs, and 

research new ways to deal with future problems.

“I enjoy solving problems, challenging 
processes and theories, talking to people, 
helping people to understand simple and 
complex matters and how this relates to 
their lives.  Learning and exploring new 
concepts”.

www.ygc.cymru

“My career gave me the opportunity to learn about 
a whole new industry – not just new to me, but an 
industry new to the world really.  I love doing different 
and unusual things and solving problems, by doing this 
role, I’m able to combine my love for solving problems 
with my other love of talking to people”.
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Bethan Moseley
Environmental Technical 
Assistant
Bethan’s day to day work 
involves carrying out 
environmental assessments on 
work sites across north Wales. 
On occasions Beth will also be 
on site during the construction 

phase to ensure adequate steps are taken to safeguard 
protected species.

“Even though the work is challenging and can be 
demanding it is always rewarding. It’s nice to see 
a project working well and species thriving after 
returning to the sites following completion.

An improvement in the environment following your 
input gives you a feeling of pride.

I love to learn new things all the time and work with 
nature. In fact, I have had the opportunity to complete a 
degree through YGC and have joined an environmental 
professional body”.

Carys Wyn Jones, Gwyneth Lewis 
a Teleri Jones-Wynne
Building Control Technical Assistants

Carys, Gwyneth and Teleri have been an important part 
of the Building Control Technical Team at Caernarfon 
and Dolgellau for many years.  They are normally the 
first point of contact for our customers giving advice 
on the different application types, registering new 
applications and arranging site inspections.  They also 
process all fee transactions for Building Control and 
deal with reports of Dangerous Structures.  The team 
are also responsible for the naming and re-naming of 
properties within Gwynedd.    

Lesley Williams, Meinir Lewis, 
Nia Eleri Evans
YGC Business Support Team

The Business Support Team are the backbone of YGC, 
providing a comprehensive and reliable service to our 
teams across the department.

Our team have many years’ experience in their 
designated disciplines, which include purchasing, sales 
ledger, credit control and reporting on departmental 
and individual financial achievements.
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Nancy Wilkinson 
Environment Officer 
(Ecology)
Nancy has worked as an 
ecologist for YGC for 10 years.  
“The work has never been dull 
as I’ve worked on numerous 
schemes, ranging from small 
maintenance works, to major 
bypasses and at every stage including feasibility, design, 
construction and post-construction monitoring.  I love 
the fact that my job is a balance between getting out 
in the field to do surveys of habitats and species such 
as bats, otters, badgers, water voles and reptiles, 
and working in the office reporting survey findings 
and undertaking Ecological Impact Assessments for 
example.  

The part I find most rewarding is working with the 
engineers to design mitigation, compensation and 
enhancement measures for large schemes, so that 
a potentially damaging construction project can be 
transformed into a scheme that will actually enhance 
the biodiversity of the site”. 

Lona Gavins 
Senior Geotechnical 
Engineer
Lona is a chartered civil 
engineer having specialised in 
geotechnical engineering. She 
works in the geotechnical team 
on both geotechnical design and 
management of geotechnical 

assets on the highway network. 

Her working day could range from design office work 
including geotechnical design, procurement and 
project management, to days in the field monitoring 
geotechnical instruments, supervision of geotechnical 
works and inspection of highway assets. 

She is currently working on a project to improve 
the stability of a soil slope, where all the leading 
representatives of the client, consultant and contractor 
are women.  

“My choice of career has given me the 
opportunity to work in a number of 
interesting places worldwide, and I’m now 
delighted to be living and working back 
home in Gwynedd”.  
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Non Meleri Williams
Civil Engineer and Project Manager in 
the Project Delivery Team

Non has worked with YGC for 18 years 
managing Civil Engineering projects.  
Projects include highway improvement 
schemes, new bridges, culverts and retaining 
walls.  Non’s work as a Civil Engineer 
involves project planning, programming and 
financial monitoring, producing Feasibility 
Studies and developing projects from 
concept to detailed design, tender stage 
and construction.  

“The most rewarding aspect of my job is designing and 
delivering projects which improve safety for road users 
and the general public. I enjoy managing and the detailed 
programming of projects from conception through to 
delivery of the final product to the client. I also enjoy 
project managing and supervising works on site and 
seeing my designs develop and being constructed as well 
as having the opportunity to be outdoors”.

Nia Jane Owen-
Midwood
Secretary to the Head of 
Service

Nia is a central point of contact 
for the Department, ensuring 
that arrangements relating to the 
Management Team run smoothly.
“I am responsible for the training 

budget for YGC staff. I organise the training in the 
professional, technical and educational fields. These can 
be ONC, HNC, or Degree courses, or short courses and 
webinars. 

I organise “CSCS” training through the CITB, this card / 
certificate is essential for all Members of staff that visit 
sites.

In my Job it is essential to obtain a qualification in 
the Finance and Business field and Administrative 
qualification. These qualifications have helped me in my 
day-to-day work. I have had the opportunity to complete 
the “ILM Level 2” qualification (Institute in Leadership 
Management), this has helped me, as I work closely 
with the Department’s Management Team.  In terms of 
experience, I have worked for the Local Government for 

29 years, and have gained a lot of experience over this 
time.

It is important for anyone who wishes to pursue this 
type of career to be organised, confident, to be good 
with people as I need to deal with staff and members 
of the Public.

They would need to be eager to learn, listen and 
challenge, but most of all, be an organised person, 
with good communication skills “.

For more information about YGC, or if you are 
interested in applying for a job at YGC when a post 
becomes available, please visit our website 
www.ygc.cymru
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